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Foundation to carry forward 
Dolly's lifelong mission of inspir-
ing children, families and com-
munities through generosity, 
opportunity and love 
 
SEVIERVILLE, Tenn., Aug. 25, 
2026 /PRNewswire/ -- The Dol-
lywood Foundation today joins 
millions of people around the 
world in mourning the passing of 
its beloved founder, Dolly Par-
ton, and celebrating an extraordi-
nary life defined not only by the 
music and joy she shared with 
the world, but by her deeply held 
belief in giving back. 
Dolly was many things to mil-
lions of people — entertainer, 
songwriter, businesswoman, phi-
lanthropist, friend and inspira-
tion. To those fortunate enough 
to know and work alongside her, 
she was also simply Dolly: 
warm, funny, thoughtful, gener-
ous and always deeply grounded 
in where she came from and the 
people she loved. 
 
"Dolly often said that she had 
been blessed far beyond anything 
she ever dreamed possible, and 
she believed deeply that those 
blessings came with a respon-
sibility to give something back," 
said Jeff Conyers, President of 
The Dollywood Foundation. 
"That belief is woven into every-
thing we do at The Dollywood 
Foundation. While we are heart-
broken by her loss, the mission 
she gave us is as clear today as it 
has ever been, and we will carry 
it forward for generations to 
come." 
 
Perhaps nowhere is that commit-
ment more evident than in Dolly 
Parton's Imagination Library. In-
spired by her father and his in-
ability to read and write, Dolly 
launched the Imagination Library 
in 1995 with a simple but power-
ful idea: give young children in 
her home county books of their 
very own and inspire them to 
dream more, learn more, care 
more and be more. 
 
What began in the mountains of 
East Tennessee grew far beyond 
anything Dolly could have imag-
ined. Today, the Imagination Li-
brary reaches millions of 
children and families, delivering 
specially selected, age-appropri-
ate books directly to children's 
homes at no cost to their families 
and creating opportunities for 
parents and children to experi-
ence the joy of reading together. 
The Dollywood Foundation has 
prepared carefully for the future 
and remains honored to carry the 
mission Dolly entrusted to it. The 
Foundation is strong, its mission 
is clear, and the values Dolly in-
stilled in the organization will 
continue to guide its work and 
growth in the years ahead. 
"Dolly's legacy was never meant 
to be something we simply pre-
serve or look back upon," Con-
yers said. "She built things that 
could keep doing good in the 
world. Our responsibility now is 
to care for what she entrusted to 
us, help it grow thoughtfully and 
make certain the love at the heart 
of her work continues reaching 
children, families and com-
munities long into the future." 
Dolly's remarkable legacy will 

A Tribute from Lee Greenwood 
 
 
Dolly Parton has always carried a light that shines from deep within. It is a light that 
will never fade. 
 
Her gifts as a singer, songwriter, musician, actress and entertainer are legendary. But 
as remarkable as her talent is, I believe her greatest legacy is her heart. Her faith in 
God, her kindness, her incredible work ethic and her generosity are simply part of who 
Dolly is. She has that rare gift of connecting with people and making everyone feel like 
they matter. 
 
And perhaps that is why her music has meant so much to so many of us. We all lived a 
little bit of life through Dolly’s songs. She gave words to love and heartache, hope and 
hardship, joy and dreams. Somehow, she could tell her story and make it feel like ours. 
 
Dolly has spent a lifetime sharing her light with others. Perhaps the greatest tribute we 
can give her is to carry a little of that light forward ourselves: to be kinder, to give more 
generously, to lift others up, and to leave the world a little brighter than we found it. 
 
One beautiful way to do that is by supporting Dolly’s Imagination Library and helping 
continue the work she began, putting books into the hands and dreams into the hearts 
of children everywhere. 
 
Thank you, Dolly, for the music, the laughter, the faith, the generosity and, most of all, 
the heart you have shared with all of us. 
 
We will always love you, Dolly. 

 The death of Dolly Parton is as 
big as Elvis. 
This rocks the country and the 
world in the same way and we 
won’t get over this for a long 
time. 
God bless this beautiful girl. 
 
– Don McLean 

*** 
  
Quite simply The G.O.A.T 
Thanks for the songs, the laughs, 
the humility and grace. 
Without a doubt a woman who 
God truly has his hands on. 
Rock on Dolly, baby rock on. 
 
– Kid Rock 

*** 
 
 Dolly was the songbook of many 
of our lives. I remember when 
she joined the Porter Waggoner 
Show. We were on those shows 
and shared the same dressing 
room. She was charming then, 
just as she was the last time I saw 
her. “When I Sing For Him” is 
one of my favorite songs she ever 
sang. We recorded “Coat Of 
Many Colors”, written by Dolly. 
When she wrote, “I Will Always 
Love You”, I believe that is one 
of the greatest songs ever written. 
 When she called us to help open 
her new theater in Pigeon Forge, 
I was thrilled. One of the high-
lights of my career is to have 
THE OAK RIDGE BOYS, BOB 
HOPE, DOLLY PARTON, open-
ing her new theater. 
 Dolly, I could go on and on 
about you giving to children’s 
learning, but others will want to 
thank you. 
 I will close with, “I WILL AL-
WAYS LOVE YOU” 
 
– Duane Allen 
The Oak Ridge Boys 

 
*** 

  
George and Dolly shared a truly 
special bond. They came up to-
gether playing the Grand Ole 

    

Remembering Dolly Parton, America’s ultimate icon 
Remembering Dolly Parton, America’s good heart

Dolly Parton at the 2016 The Hollywood Bowl.  
(Photo by Jeremy Westby/2911 Media)

The music and entertainment community mourns the 
 loss and celebrates the life of Dolly Parton

Opry and became part of the 
very fabric of Nashville and 
country music. Dolly always 
said George Jones was her all-
time favorite singer. I will never 
forget when they recorded to-
gether during The Bradley Barn 
Sessions. God bless Dolly. 
Country music will always love 
her. 
– Nancy Jones 
 

*** 
It would take a lifetime to ex-
press the love and gratitude I 
have for Dolly Parton. 
She was a true friend and men-
tor, even making a trip from 
Nashville to Greentop, Missouri 
when I had a life threatening ill-
ness. 
She said, “I had to make sure 
you’re okay myself.” 
Her work ethic was unmatched, 
and although she was a world 
icon, she was as down to earth 
your next door neighbor. 
I will ALWAYS love you Dolly!! 
 
– Rhonda Vincent 

*** 
 When I was growing up in Wa-
bash, Indiana, I would sit on the 
floor in front of our TV on Sat-
urday afternoons waiting for the 
Porter Waggoner show to come 
on. I couldn’t wait for Dolly to 
sing. 
I loved her voice and songs and 
how beautiful she was. I thought 
Dolly was an angel. When I first 
met her, I realized that she was. 
We will always love and miss 
our Dolly. 
 
– Crystal Gayle 

*** 
 My heart is broken over the 
passing of my dear friend Dolly 
Parton. Dolly brought so much 
joy to this world through her 
songs, her kindness, her humor, 
and her beautiful spirit. She had 
a special way of taking the ev-
eryday moments of life and mak-
ing them feel extraordinary. 
I am so grateful for every mem-

ory and for the privilege of cal-
ling her my friend. My prayers 
are with the Parton and Owens 
families and with everyone who 
loved her. I take comfort in 
knowing that Dolly is in the lov-
ing arms of Jesus and reunited 
with her beloved Carl. God Bless 
you Dolly. 
 
– Janie Fricke 

 
*** 

 The sweet, kind, and incompa-
rable Dolly Parton has passed on 
to rest in the arms of her Jesus. It 
would take volumes to list her 
many accomplishments. 
 Some of my favorite memories 
are of being on the road with her 
and Kenny Rogers. She always 
lit up the stage, and everyone in 
attendance was thrilled and de-
lighted by her performance. She 
will live on in our hearts forever. 
 We will always love you. Rest in 
peace, sister. 
 
– T. Graham Brown 

*** 
 
The Oak Ridge Boys were guests 
on The Porter Wagoner Show in 
Nashville when we first met 
Dolly Parton. 
 With a voice like an angel and 
that special light about her, she 
captured our hearts from the very 
beginning. We treasured the 
many times we were blessed to 
share stages with her through the 
years. 
 Today, I am shocked and deeply 
saddened to hear of her passing. 
The last time I remember feeling 
this stunned was when Elvis 
Presley passed away. 
 Rest in peace, Dolly, until we 
sing with you in harmony again. 
 Your songs, your voice, and your 
light of love will live and shine 
in our hearts forever. 
 
– William Lee Golden 
The Oak Ridge Boys 

***  

 
I spent nearly ten years working with Dolly. Our first meeting 
was for a virtual junket from Reba’s downstairs studio at Star-
struck on music row sometime in 2008. That was hug number 
1. The hugs continued - for nearly a decade. All over the world. 
Hugs, winks, laughs, and that unmatched, world-renowned wit 
that should have it’s own dictionary entry. She made me blush 
on MANY occasions - and those who were around then, know 
exactly why! 
 
One night at Thackerville, Oklahoma on her 2016 N. America 
tour, my grandmother and aunts drove up for the show. In that 
meet & greet line, my grandmother showed Dolly a photo pin-
back button from my cross country running days in high 
school. Dolly squealed, and said ‘can I have it?’ So she 
promptly grabbed that photo button and kept it. From my 
grandmother. Everybody was cracking up and once again, I 
was blushing. 
 
 
Beyond the personal memories - I also had the pleasure of 
shooting thousands of photos every night of/for her. Even 
bought extra cameras over the years, solely for that purpose!  
Impossible to edit them down to select favorites - they’re all 
just too good! But I’ve shared one of them here, from her per-
formance at The Hollywood Bowl in 2016. 
 
When I announced my engagement in 2020 to my bride, a 
massive bouquet showed up at the house. That was just Dolly’s 
way of saying ‘I will always love you.’ Even after you have 
parted ways professionally, the friendship never dies. 
 
And neither will she. 
 
Her laughter and songs will live on in every heart that hears 
it, for eternity. 
 
We love you Dolly. 
 
– Jeremy Westby 

The 
 Dollywood  
Foundation 

honors the life 
and legacy of 
Dolly Parton

American-bred legend 
Dolly Parton supported 
America’s military for 
over 50 years...  
See sports page 1 and military 
page 2
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By Ms. Arelya J. Mitchell, Publisher/Editor-in-Chief 
 

 We remember all too well when the self-Marxist avowed Black Lives Matter (BLM) decided to go after Dolly Parton during their WOKE-incensed cancel spree. 
We warned, “You need to leave Dolly Parton alone.” Dolly Parton is more than a singer, songwriter, and actress. She is and yes, even in spirit, a good person 
who has used her talent and blessings to do good deeds. I think how a day before she passed that I wanted to play my Dolly Parton CD. I got caught up a deadline 
and did not get a chance to do it. Years ago, a friend and I were listening to Barbara Walters’ interview with Dolly, and how appalled we were at Walters attempting 
to embarrass Dolly, but could not pull it off. Dolly was the one who came out on top with class, because, class has little to do with money or on what side of the 
tracks you were born. Class is about knowing who you are with or without material wealth. Coming from a one-room cabin to being one of the wealthiest people 
in America, not only gives witness to Dolly Parton as a person, but gives witness that she is the American Story and the American Dream. Dolly was about the 
“content of her character” as Dr. King would say. (Yes, we sometimes call her by her first name because we all feel we know her personally!) How pleased we 
were that President Donald J. Trump lowered the flag half-staff to honor this very GOOD person. God Bless you, Dolly Parton, and your family.  
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